Social Service Project Summary Paper

Describe what you did with your time at this site. (10 pts)
I was engaged in various activities I involved in the computer lab. I helped kids with their school projects homework. There were also other kids who wanted to learn about computers, and I taught them basic computer skills such as using Microsoft word to make beautiful gift cards and how to use the Internet constructively. I showed the kids the educational sites they can visit to keep themselves busy over the holiday as they learn. I engaged in various activities with the children like reading educational and spiritual materials with them. Also, engaged in indoor social activities like playing Wii dance and drawing..
 I also taught the children different life skills that would help them become successful in the future. Most of the children in this community center come from violent and broken families and the skills I felt they needed most are self-awareness and positive thinking. Coming from broken families makes kids not have an identity and develop low self-esteem. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Looking through chapters 1-13 choose 4 concepts that relate to the site where you worked.  
Chapter 9 Raising children in diverse society
The children who are in this community center came from very diverse backgrounds. Some come from single parents’ families, others from violent and broken families. The workers in this community center serve as parents to kids who are registered there. They are faced with various challenges as they take care of these children. Although raising children can be fulfilling and joyous, it can be the toughest job one will ever love (p. 222).
	In the society we live in today, working roles conflicts with parenting roles. Working as a parent can be hard to balance between the two with employers placing work demands first. The society we live in is also pluralistic and there are a lot of conflicting values. This chapter relates to this community since the children who are registered there are brought up with different values from those that are taught in the community center.
Chapter 10 work and family
Work and family is a subject that causes so much strain in the families especially for working mothers. This topic is very much connected with the community since a significant number of the children I interacted with were lonely and insecure since they are left alone at home as their parents go to work. This causes a strain in the child’s development making them run to this community center during holidays where they can find company of other children and get assisted with their homework. Most of the children’s parents are so busy even to get time to assist their children with school projects.
	This chapter also relates to this community in terms of the workers who work there. These are also people who have their families to attend to. They have to juggle between parenting the children at the community center and parenting their own kids. The employer might demand so much time for work that they may end up neglecting their children as well. One of the workers in the center is a parent to teenagers she shared with me how tough it is to balance between her work and parenting her child. Teenage is the age of discovery and working mothers need to be home monitoring their children’s behavior after school (p.251). However this is hard for her as she is in her work place taking care of the children at the center.
Chapter 11 communication in relationships, marriages, and families
	Practically, there is no other place in the society with a lot of capacity to hurt, support, denigrate, comfort, ridicule, reassure, love, or hate like in the family (p.272). Majority of the children in the community have come from homes that do not have open channels of communication. In my relationship with the children in the community center, I noted that a considerable number of children in the center felt that all they received from home was hurt, hate, and ridicule. This is the reason why they ran into chestnut community center as a hiding place and somewhere they can get the love that they did not receive from their homes. 
I learnt that most children came from broken family relationships where the parents had separated or divorced and this affected them emotionally and in their development. A lot of the children were hearting and nursing emotional wounds. A lot of the children were also emotionally secure and I noted a number of them did also not know how to communicate. This is because they had not seen it in their homes. A lot of the children seemed to come from families where the parents used authoritarian parenting style which did not encourage children to express themselves and express their emotions. This center however offers the children with social and spiritual support that helps them heal emotionally.
Chapter 13 family stress, crisis, and resilience
	This chapter is related to the community since a lot of Families have gone through a lot of crisis and stress. The children in this community center are from broken backgrounds and this makes them stressed and is in crisis. Many children come from violent backgrounds where they see their parent’s quarrel at home and at times getting even physical. However, there is a story of resilience in each and every child in the center. The children have been able to overcome their family stress and crisis by finding a safe haven in this community center where they come and get encouraged and assisted. 
Spirituality in any way that a family defines it is a strong comfort in times of crisis (p.345). This is very relatable to the community since the chestnut center offers a lot of hope and support to broken hearted children who are running away from violent backgrounds. The community center offers programs that keep the children busy during their holidays and they also assist them with their homework; support that majority of them could not otherwise get at home. I was able to interact with many kids who shared their stories of how coming to this community center has helped give them hope and supports them in their growth. That is why this chapter is related to the community since it offers resilience to kids affected by family stress and crisis.
